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State of the Church Report for Charge Conference 2020 

at Glossbrenner U. M. Church, West District 

Brian Albert, Pastor 

This year has been the most unusual year in the memory of, I would 

say, almost anyone in our congregation. Since last year’s report, we 

have seen changes that would have been thought impossible to the 

average person. From a chronic decline in attendance, the end of 

2019 saw a significant average increase in attendance. Financially, 

the anticipated $50,000 deficit was reduced to about $16,000. Going 

into the new year brought hope instead of anxiety and anticipation 

of continued blessings instead of continual concern. The first quarter 

of 2020 appeared to be a continuation and expansion of the bless-

ing which God was sending to Glossbrenner. When the COVID Virus 

impacted the world, no one was really sure what would happen. 
 
Initially Glossbrenner shut down like everyone else. The first Sunday 

after the “curfew”, there was only a sermon from the preacher and 

an impromptu a cappella benediction at the end. This was seen to 

be woefully inadequate for a worship service. The following Sunday 

consisted of an entire worship service, albeit accompanied by only a 

guitar and a bass, and offered to an 

empty sanctuary. Fast forward seven 

months later, and we have an average 

of about seventy-five in live Sunday 

morning worship, up to twenty 

livestreaming the service, and another one hundred or more watch-

ing in the unfolding days and weeks after that. The worship service is 

continually being assessed for improvements and innovations that 

will improve its quality for our home folks and the people watching 

from around the country and from the 

world. Unfortunately, I do not have 

room to address the technological 

advances that were required to make 

these changes happen. While the 

worship service is perhaps the most 

visible, observable adaptive response 

this year, it is essential to recognize 

that it is only the tip of the iceberg. 
 

(Continued on Page 3) 

 

Pastor’s Ponderings 

PASTOR: BRIAN ALBERT 

Phone: 717-673-7657 

E-Mail:  bgalbert2@gmail.com 

 

CHURCH OFFICE HOURS: 

(Monday is Jackie Roberts’ day off.) 

Phone:   717-653-5683 

E-Mail:  jackier@gumcmj.net   

 

CHURCH WEB SITE: www.gumcmj.net 

 

Glossbrenner UMC Prayer Chain / 

Greeting Card Ministry  

Betty Robinson: 717-366-4549 

 

Prayer Shawl Ministry 

Kathy Binkley: 717-653-2791 



WEEKLY SCHEDULE 
SUNDAY: Worship Service - 9:30 am  
 (Live in the Sanctuary; also  
 Livestreamed and recorded - see website) 
SUNDAY: Sunday School - 10:45 am  
TUESDAY: Thirty Questions Bible Study  
 (church website anytime) 
WEDNESDAY: Bible Study - 6:30 pm (Live in the  
 Spiritual Java room, GoToMeeting, 
 Livestreamed; also recorded - see website) 
  

DATES AHEAD 
DECEMBER 10:  Administrative Board meeting 
 

NOVEMBER 20 2 0 -   PAGE 2  

Board of  Trustees   
“Trustee of  the Month” 

Vaughn Nissley is the November 

"Trustee of the Month”. If you notice 

something that should be taken care 

of by the trustees during the month 

of November, please contact 

Vaughn at 717-367-2444. (Thank you 

Mark Myers for your faithful service 

during the month of October!) 

Mount Joy Area Veterans 
The Mount Joy Rotary Club’s annual 
Veterans Day breakfast will be re-
vamped this year due to COVID-19. 
Instead of a hot breakfast, Mount Joy 
area veterans will receive a free lunch! 
Veterans may pick-up their “to-go” meal 
at The Gathering Place, 6 Pine Street, 
Mount Joy on Tuesday, November 10 
between 12:30 and 1:30 p.m. Please 
RSVP for this free meal by Novem-
ber 3. When calling the number be-
low, veterans should be prepared to 
share their name, branch of service, 
and phone number. To make a reserva-
tion, call Joanne at 717-653- 5911 dur-
ing regular business hours. If veterans 
would like a 2nd dinner for a spouse or 
significant other that will also be compli-
mentary. 

Family Movie Night is be-

ing planned for the third 

Saturday of each month 

at 7:00 p.m. in the Fellow-

ship Hall.  Invite a friend to 

share in the fellowship 

and bring along comfort-

able lawn chairs or blan-

kets and pillows for the 

kids. Snacks will be available.  
 
Showing in November for Teens and Adults:   

Sue Thomas: F.B.Eye 
 
Showing for the Children’s Enjoyment:   
Charlotte’s Web 
 

Saturday, November 21, at 7:00 p.m. 
 

Sue Thomas: F.B.Eye – Inspired by the remarkable 

true story, Sue Thomas: F.B,Eye stars Deanne Bray as 

a profoundly deaf woman whose unique lip reading 

ability lands her on the F.B.I.’s elite surveillance team.  

Tackling tough cases while catching the eye of 

handsome agent Jack Hudson, Sue and her hearing 

dog, Levi, are suddenly “G-men” on the adventure 

of a lifetime. 
 
Charlotte’s Web – Can a small grey spider become a 

giant when it comes to saving a friend?  She can if 

her name is Charlotte…and she resides in Charlotte’s 

Web. 

THE SHEPHERD’S CORNER 
Glossbrenner has a Shepherd Ministries 

Program. I want to thank all of the 

shepherds who have faithfully been 

contacting and 

praying for those in 

their fold during 

these difficult times. 

If there is anyone in 

the congregation 

that would like to 

have a shepherd 

assigned to them, 

please contact either Pastor Brian or 

Mark Rorabaugh. The shepherd will 

reach out to you and continually be 

praying for you. The Shepherd Ministry 

will hold a meeting on November 5 at 

7:00 p.m. in the Spiritual Java Class-

room.  

GROCERY GIFT CARDS 
Grocery Gift Cards for Giant and Weis are available to 
purchase in the FROG Café Sunday mornings before 
and after the worship service. 
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(Continued from Front Page) 

Technological advances have been forced on us and the church has responded beautifully. In-

stead of waiting out the virus, which most thought would be contained in a few months, Glossbren-

ner used the time to our advantage. For the first time in over a decade, the kitchen and Fellowship 

Hall floors were stripped and coated with sealer. Improvements were made in the audio-visual abil-

ity there, resulting in an eighteen by seven-foot retractable screen, a projector mounted perma-

nently overhead, wall speakers mounted permanently, and a portable control console with con-

nections wired in the walls, all due to the generosity of donors and the ingenuity and craftsmanship 

of our Trustees and others. The timing allowed for us to host two showings of the Sight and Sound 

production of Queen Esther. Following that, we intend to offer at least one movie a month for the 

blessing of our family and friends. 
 
Additionally, our Bible studies had to go virtual. Recognizing a lack of understanding of core theo-

logical training, a thirty-week long Bible Study was initiated to review the Short Catechism of the 

church. While this endeavor is still in process, it will be archived for posterity on our website. Technol-

ogy also advanced in our other Bible study, which now includes live participants in house, live par-

ticipation via the GoToMeeting format, passive livestreamed attendance, and viewing available 

later, as it is archived on our website. 
 
The entire church building, including Fellowship hall, and all classrooms, have been wired for internet 

access. This enabled us to Livestream the Esther production from Sight and Sound and allows for in-

ternet interaction in all our classrooms. 
 
One of our Adult Sunday School classes resumed meeting in the fall, and now we have two of the 

three classes meeting regularly and we have resumed our Sunday school classes for elementary 

and middle school. We are careful about safety for our children, but excited that we now offer a 

Biblically based, professional curriculum that may bless our children for years to come. 
 
Groups and committees have mostly resumed, initially via the GoToMeeting virtual format, but now 

often as a combination of virtual and live meetings. This allows us to continue planning and working 

to improve the life of our church as it impacts ourselves and our community. Currently, we are in the 

process of upgrading our audio-visual capabilities in the sanctuary. 
 
These changes have allowed us to reach out into our community in new ways. Because we now 

have the internet capability, we are in conversation with our school district to offer our classrooms as 

internet “cafés” for students with poor reception at home. This is a new initiative which is still in the 

process of being organized. Additionally, we are looking to make the Fellowship Hall available to 

the public in ways beyond movies, to bring our community together. 
 
Beyond the technology, Glossbrenner continues to make the apportionment payments to confer-

ence and the district, but intends to expand it’s missionary connections by supporting a missionary in 

Romania. We are considering an alternative REACH project if our annual summer mission trip is not 

available. We further intend to be a host sight for other mission oriented, community good projects, 

like New Life for Girls. 
 
This has been an unprecedented year for us and the entire world. While we hear of many churches 

who have curtailed activities, many of us have been much busier than usual at Glossbrenner. 

Changes keep coming, new opportunities present themselves, and our people continue to rise to 

the challenge. If God continues to bless us as He has in the last eighteen months, there is certain to 

be better and brighter days ahead. In the spiritual life, the physical plant of the building, the finan-

cial stability of our budget, virtual and live attendance to worship and Bible study, and concern for 

our community, Glossbrenner continues to maintain or expand its presence. We 

all pray for an end to the threat of the Corona Virus, but we continue to praise 

God and actually thrive under these restrictive circumstances due to the steady 

outpouring of blessings from the Holy Spirit. Praise God. 
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2020 CONFERENCE REPORT 
As the lay representative for Glossbrenner to our East-
ern Pennsylvania UMC, I am sharing news from the 
EPAUMC Annual Conference (October 13) and the 
West District Conference (September 21). For the first 
time ever, these conferences were held remotely via 
Zoom and dial-in. For the West District Conference, we 
were able to review the 2020 Resolutions to be voted 
on at the General Conference as well as the 2021 
Budget and 2020 Leadership report. Our District Super-
intendent Rev Bumkoo (“BK”) Chung works with 103 
UMC churches in the area that includes Lancaster, Eliz-
abethtown, and Lebanon. 
 
During the shortest-ever Annual Conference, our Bish-
op Peggy Johnson, moved though the agenda quickly 
in under 4 hours. Much planning had been done to pre-
record messages and intentionally limit the resolutions 
to the essential ones. Even with such a short time, there 
was the usual celebration of awards and retirees. There 
were to be no debate or amendments to the resolutions 
although question/answers were permitted, so this was 
quite a change. Voting was done by means of online 
eBallot system or by telephone option. I used the tele-
phone option where you simply enter *9 to vote when 
asked if you agree, disagree, or abstain.   
 
Among the 9 resolutions we voted on, the most note-
worthy were two that were controversial, and both were 
approved. Here is the information on the decision to sell 
part of Camp Innabah:  
 

A resolution (#2020-09) to authorize Conference 
Trustees to sell up to 50 +/- acres of Innabah Camp 
& Retreat Center property to pay off Camp & Re-
treat Ministries (CRM) budget deficits passed by 
522 to 74 votes, with 11 abstentions. The 2020 and 
anticipated 2021 deficits are partially the result of 
the pandemic that forced cancellation of summer 
camps and retreats this year and will probably also 
limit retreats in early 2021. A five-year accumulated 
payroll debt at Innabah—totaling nearly $400,000, 
with budget shortfalls in 2015, 2018 and 2019–also 
necessitated the land sale proposal.  

 
The second controversial one was for the decision of 
the Grandview UMC church to seek disaffiliation: 
 

Grandview has agreed to March 31, 2021, a Con-
ference Trustees deadline, as its “date of disaffilia-
tion,” once it has fulfilled all financial and organiza-
tional obligations. The church may choose to re-
scind its request before then or follow through with 
its departure.  
 

Bishop Johnson reported that our Conference has paid 
100% of its pre-1982 clergy retiree pension liability, 
thanks to the capital campaign and ongoing support by 
the conference. “Folks, that is a cause for great rejoic-
ing,” she said, “and a thank you for God’s faithfulness 
and the faithfulness of our people. It shows this confer-
ence can do anything it puts its mind to.” 
 
Submitted by Cindy Forry 

Caring Hands and Hearts 
(Hands that Serve - Hearts that Care) 

 

Thanksgiving Pie Sale 
 

Order fresh delicious pies and pick them up in 
time for your Thanksgiving celebration. 

 
Pumpkin            Pecan            Shoofly 

   Apple Crumb     Cherry Crumb 
 

9 inch pies for $8.00 each 
(You can pay for your pies when you place your 

order or when they are picked up) 
 

To Order Your Favorite Pies: 
Complete the tear sheet below and give to Linda 
Gockley or call EmmaJane Davis at 717-685-
1476 by Monday, November 16. 
 
Pick Up Your Pies: 

On Tuesday, November 24th (just two 
days before Thanksgiving) from 5:00 to 
7:00 p.m. at the church 

 
 #   

_____   Pumpkin  

_____   Apple Crumb  

_____  Cherry Crumb  

_____  Pecan 

_____  Shoofly 

      
 
 

Name: __________________________ 

 

Phone #:________________________ 

NEEDLE-FELTING CLUB 

The group will be getting together on 

Saturday, November 14 from 1:00 to 

3:00 p.m.  
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  1 Robin Turbedsky 

  2 Debbie Nissley 

  3 Beth Lehman-Shook  

  4 Denny Brown 

 Donald Patterson 

  5 Jamie Ebersole    

  8 Bruce Stone 

  9 Lorna Binkley 

 Jerry Keeports 

 10 Wyatt Morris 

 11  Sandy Waltz 

 12 Kathy Kline 

 Scott Smith   

 13 Merrie Lee Anderson 

 Betty Gebhart 

 Dave Hart 

 14 Ashlie Bowers 

 Tom Steger 

 Ivan “Bud” Wolgemuth 

 17 Brian Kaylor 

 Melinda Myers 

 18 Audrey Bowers 

       Elmer Dennis 

 20 Eric Gish 

 Walter Johnson  

 Tammy Ney 

  Tony Noll 

 22 Taylor Nauman 

 Silas Rockey 

 24 Teaa Alleman 

 Haydn Morris 

 Jeff Smith 

 Joseph Turbedsky 

 26 Shirley Bowers 

 Matthew Rupp 

 27 Barb Stoner   

 28 Mark Buller 

 Mary Jane Stoudt 

 29 Kylie Retallack 

 Donna Smith 

 30  Nicole Elslager 

Homebound 

The following is a list of the homebound members - or those living in re-
tirement communities - of our church. A card, phone call, or visit would 
probably be appreciated very much by these people who are unable to 

attend worship services on Sunday mornings. Do you know of a 

Joyce Baker 
212 Park Avenue 
Mount Joy, PA  17552 
(Phone:  717-653-1386) 
 
Helen Hamilton 
Juniata - Room 215 
Mennonite Home Communities 
1520 Harrisburg Pike 
Lancaster, PA  17601 
(Phone:  717-490-8547) 
 
Fay Heisey 
41 South Poplar Street, Apt. 219 
Elizabethtown, PA  17022 
(Phone:  717-367-2403) 
 
June Hostetter 
2503 Kuhlemeier 
356 Freemason Drive 
Elizabethtown, PA  17022-3180 
(Phone:  717-361-5479) 
 
Betty Ober 
Juniper Village - Room 201 
607 Hearthstone Lane 
Mount Joy, PA  17552 
(Phone:  717-928-3087) 
 

I would like to 
thank everyone 
for the gifts, 
cards and well 
wishes to help 
celebrate my 

70th birthday. The parade was quite a 
surprise!      Thanks, again!  Ken Ober 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Judy Orey 
213 Keinath Street 
Mount Joy, PA  17552 
(Phone:  717-653-5051) 
 
Jean Witman 
Elizabethtown ManorCare  
Room 216 
320 South Market Street 
Elizabethtown, PA  17022 
(Phone:  717-676-2260) 
 
Vivian Yingst 

141 Heisey Avenue  
Elizabethtown, PA  17022 
(Phone:  717-962-0097) 
 
Gerry Young 
Paramount Senior Living - 411 
2760 Maytown Road 
Maytown, PA  17550 



MONTH OF NOVEMBER 
SOUND AND LIGHT:   Dave Eichler 
   Chad Ober 
 
MEDIA TECHS:  Mark Myers  
   Andy Ober 
   Ken Ober 
 
MONEY COUNTERS:   Marcia Brooks 
   Gary & Debbie Morris 
 
NOVEMBER 1 - ALL SAINTS DAY - COMMUNION  
GREETERS:  Patty Jo McKee 
   Bruce Stone 
LITURGIST:  Barbara Albert 
NURSERY:  Barb Miley 
   Chad Ober 
OUTSIDE GREETERS: Joe Davis 
   Don Musser 
USHERS:  Aaron & Kathy Binkley 
   Ron Blechinger 
   Debbie Nissley Martin 
 
NOVEMBER 8 - FOOD BANK SUNDAY 
RECOGNITION OF VETERANS 
GREETERS:  Jerry & Lynn Keeports 
LITURGIST:  Lisa Alleman 
NURSERY:  Karleen Ney 
   Kelly Nissly 
OUTSIDE GREETERS: Joe Davis 
   Bruce Stone 
USHERS: Doug Hackley 

 Thelma Kreiser 
 Russ Miceli 
 Barb Miley 
 

NOVEMBER 15 - JOYFUL NOISE - MISSION MOMENT 
GREETERS:  Andy & Lisa Ober 
LITURGIST:   
NURSERY:  Bonnie Ober 
   Lisa Ober 
OUTSIDE GREETERS: Joe Davis 
   Wayne Kauffman 
USHERS:  Vaughn & Debbie Nissley 
   Steve & Pat Spence  
 
NOVEMBER 22 - CHRIST THE KING SUNDAY 
THANK OFFERING SUNDAY - PRAISE TEAM 
GREETERS:  Wayne & Deb Kennedy 
NURSERY:  Merilynn Rupp 
   Donna Smith 
OUTSIDE GREETERS: Joe Davis 
   Vaughn Nissley 
USHERS:  Mike Doughton 
   Wayne Kauffman 
   Don Musser 
   Dick Ryder 
 
NOVEMBER 29 - 1st SUNDAY OF ADVENT 
HANGING OF THE GREENS 
GREETERS:  Doughton Family 
LITURGIST:  Debbie Nissley 
NURSERY:  Stacey Ardini 
   Judy Turbedsky 
OUTSIDE GREETERS: Emily Brown 
   Joe Davis 
USHERS:  Bonnie Ober 
   Lisa Ober 
   Mark & Carol Rorabaugh 
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On Sunday, November 15 

(and continuing on the 

THIRD Sunday of each 

month) the children will 

resume collecting coins for 

their "Joyful Noise" service project.  

ANNUAL HOLIDAY REMEMBRANCE SERVICE 
The 25th Annual Holiday Remembrance Service 
hosted by Sheetz Funeral Home will be virtual this 
year. It will be held on Saturday, November 14 at 
www.sheetzfuneralhome.com at any time. If you 
are unable to view the service on this website, a 
DVD will be made available to you. This service 
pays tribute to any deceased loved on in our com-
munity. To include your loved one in the service, 
RSVP to sfh@shetzfuneralhome.com or call 717-
653-5441 by November 4, 2020. 

SUNDAY SCHOOL 
Sunday school classes have resumed! Children 

3 years old to 4th grade will meet in Room #2. 

The younger youth (5th through 8th grade) will 

meet in their room (next to the Youth Room). 

The All Stars are meeting in their classroom and 

the Koinonia class in the Fellowship Hall. 

KOINONIA CLASS 
The Koinonia Class has started a new study, 

Don’t Give Up: Faith That Gives You the Confi-

dence to Keep Believing and the Courage to 

Keep Going, by Kyle Idleman. To adhere to 

social distancing, we will meet in the Fellow-

ship Hall instead of the Parlor. We invite all to 

join us, you do not have to be a member of 

the class to attend! 

LIVE & VIRTUAL! 
Sunday morning worship services (9:30 
a.m.)  and Wednesday Bible studies (6:30 
p.m.) are “in person” and Livestreamed. 
The Bible study will also be available via 
GoToMeeting. All will be taped so you can 
view at any time. Go to the website and 

follow the prompts. Most meetings are “in person” and some 
are via GoToMeeting as well. Holy Communion is celebrated 
the first Sunday of the month during the morning worship 
service. Drive-in Parking Lot Communion at 11:00 a.m. on 
the first Sunday of the month will continue. If you have any 
questions, please call the church office at 717-653-5683. 
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NOVEMBER 2020 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

1    ALL SAINTS DAY 
HOLY COMMUNION 

9:30 am ; 
Live Stream 

11:00 am Drive-in  

Daylight Saving Time 
ends 

2 3 

Thirty Questions 
Bible Study (online 
anytime) 

4 

6:30 pm Bible 
Study (Live & 
GoToMeeting) 
 

 

5 

7:00 pm Shepherd 
Ministry meeting 

6 

 

7 

 

8 

FOOD BANK SUNDAY 

9:30 am ; 
Live Stream 

 

9 

6:30 pm Caring 
Hands & Hearts 
meeting (Spiritual 
Java room & GoTo 
Meeting)  

10 

Thirty Questions 
Bible Study (online 
anytime) 
7:00 pm Board of 
Trustees meeting 
 

 

11

6:30 pm Bible 
Study (Live & 
GoToMeeting) 

 
 
 
 
 

12 

6:00 pm SPRC 
meeting 

13 14 

Needle 
Felting class 

15 

JOYFUL NOISE 
MISSION MOMENT 

9:30 am ; 
Live Stream 

16 17 

Thirty Questions 
Bible Study (online 
anytime) 
 
 
  
 

 
18

6:30 pm Bible 
Study (Live & 
GoToMeeting) 

19 

6:30 pm Praise 
Team Practice 
 
December Herald 
Deadline 
 

 

20 

 

21 
7:00 pm Movie 
Night 

22 

PRAISE TEAM 
9:30 am ; 
Live Stream 

23 

 

  
24 

5:00-7:00 pm Pick 
up Pies 
Thirty Questions 
Bible Study (online 
anytime) 

25 

6:30 pm Bible 
Study (Live & 
GoToMeeting) 
 

26 
Thanksgiving 

 
 

 

27 
 

28 
11:00 am Memori-
al Service-Lee 
Hostetter 

29 
1st SUNDAY OF ADVENT 

9:30 am ; 
Live Stream 

30 

 
 

 

  
 

 

  
 

  



Our Mission Statement: 

GLOSS BRENNER UNIT ED  METHOD IST C HURC H  
713  C HURC H STREET  
MOUNT JOY ,  PA  17552  
 
AD D RESS SERVIC E REQU ESTED  
 
NOVEMBER 2020  

 
DEADLINE FOR  

DECEMBER HERALD  

IS THURSDAY, NOVEMBER 19, 2020 
 

Think about dates in  

December for meetings, special 

events, etc. and hand in to the office 

by the 19th of November. 

(Email:  jackier@gumcmj.net) 


