
 
* PRAYER OF INTERCESSION 
 Leader: As we look upon the nativity scene we welcome Jesus into 
    our lives on this day of new birth.  The seasons of our lives 
    come together here at the center, where the Christ child 
    makes us one with God. 
 All:   May we remember your promises and practice 
    them each day. 
 Leader:  Surrounded by warmth and love, let us remember those 
    who struggle in a cold and violent world. The lights, O 
    God, remind us of Christ who comes to be the Light of the 
    World.   
 All:   May we, your church, provide light to the world. 
 Leader:  O God, the garland reminds us of the hope and joy you 
    give in the midst of sorrow and pain.   
 All:   May those in any kind of pain or trouble 
    experience your presence incarnate in us.   
 Leader:  The tree, O God, reminds us of the tree Christ died on, that 
    we might live. 
 All:   May our community of faith give life and love to 
    those in need around us.   
 Leader:  The poinsettia reminds us that you will restore the earth 
    as a garden of paradise.   
 All:   May we be true caretakers of the earth’s bounty. 
 Leader:  O God, the mistletoe reminds us of the peace Christ 
    brings.  
 All:   May east and west, north and south, meet in unity 
    and understanding.   
 Leader:  The wreath reminds us of your promise of eternal life.   
 All:   May we, like those who have gone before, 
    remain in the circle of your love.  Amen. 
 
* HYMN “The First Noel”…………………................No. 245 (all verses) 
 
* BENEDICTION 
 
* EXTROIT “Go Tell It on the Mountain”            Arr. B. Wolaver 
 
* POSTLUDE  “Rejoice, Ye Pure in Heart”                        A. Messite 
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We begin a new church year today with the first Sunday of 

Advent. We watch for Jesus’ advent, or coming, among us: 
his return on the last day, and his presence with us now. 

Welcome. 

”*” in the bulletin indicates that you should rise if you are able. 

 
 PRELUDE    “Variations on a French Carol”       E.A. Hovdesven 
 
 JOYS & CONCERNS               Pastor Brian
  
 GREETINGS & ANNOUNCEMENTS                       Emi Nissley 
 
 Welcome Our Internet Viewers  
 
 INTROIT    “The Advent of Our God”                 A. Williams 
    
* HYMN  “Angels From the Realms of Glory” No. 220, verses 1 & 2 
 
* CALL TO WORSHIP 
  Leader: How shall we prepare for the coming of the King? 
  People: With branches of cedar, the tree of royalty. 
  Leader: How shall we prepare this house for the coming of the 
   eternal Christ? 
  People: With garlands of pine and fir, whose leaves 
   are everlasting, evergreen. 
  Leader:   How shall we prepare this house for the coming of our 
   Savior? 
  People: With wreaths of holly and ivy, telling of his 
   pension, death, and resurrection. 
  Leader:   How shall we prepare our hearts for the coming of the 
   Son of God? 
  People: By hearing again the words of the prophets 
   who foretold the saving work of God. 
  Leader:   For God did not send the Son into the world to 
   condemn the world, but that the world through him 
   might be saved. 
  People: Glory to God in the highest! 
 

 PRAYER (Unison):  God without beginning and without 
 end, Your promise comes to us, bringing hope. May the 
 preparation of our sanctuary reflect our resolve to 
 prepare our lives for the good news that You are 
 reconciling the world, in Christ, born an infant. As 
 Your Word became flesh and dwelt among us, so may 
 Your love become incarnate in and through our 
 ministry to each other and the world. Amen. 
 
* HYMN  “Angels from the Realms of Glory” No. 220, verses 3 & 4 
 
 PASTORAL PRAYER - LORD’S PRAYER (unison) 
 
 PRESENTATION OF OUR TITHES AND OFFERINGS 
 
 OFFERTORY     “O Come, O Come, Emmanuel”   Arr. L. Larson 
 
* DOXOLOGY…….………………………………………….……….......No. 95 
 

HANGING OF THE GREENS SERVICE 
“Symbols of God’s Promise” 

 Reading:       
 When John the Baptist was asked who he was, he replied, “I am 
 the voice of one shouting in the desert, ‘Prepare the way of God.’”  
 Dear Christian friends, we gather in our church to prepare a place 
 for our Lord. We are beginning the holy time of Advent; a time 
 when we make ready for the celebration of the birth of our Savior, 
 Jesus Christ. Spiritually, we make a place for Christ’s birth in our 
 hearts and we decorate our homes in celebration of this wonderful 
 gift from God.  
 
 God does not live in temples made by human hands, but He knows 
 that we, as his children, need them in order to focus our worship. 
 God did not require a fine place for the birth of the Holy Child – a 
 manger in a stable was sufficient. But God accepts, with pleasure, 
 the love and devotion we show in preparing a place fitting for our 
 Savior’s birth. The Hanging of the Greens accomplishes the 
 decorating of our church, as well as giving the church family a 
 reason for the use of the various decorations, allowing us to 
 understand their symbolism. These decorations do not celebrate 
 the Birth of our Savior, but are symbols of God’s promises. 

(Continued on green insert) 

NOVEMBER 29, 2020 – 9:30 A.M.  
1st SUNDAY OF ADVENT 

HANGING OF THE GREENS 
 

 
 



 
 Let us together make ready this house of God and giving Him the 
 Glory, joyfully anticipate the birth of our Savior. 
 
Crèche – The Nativity Scene                                     
  Scripture: Luke 2:1-14    
 Reading: This morning as our service starts, we shall focus once 
 more on that scene in a barn in Bethlehem. But we should be 
 aware of something beyond this baby in a manager. This morning, 
 let us recall the beginning of a life that was lived for others, a life 
 of purpose, certainty, and promise. Jesus knew what His task was, 
 and that was to “be God with us.” As we experience the nativity 
 this Christmas season, let us respond to the promise of the life 
 represented in that birth, respond to God made known to us, God 
 present with us.   
 Hymn: “While Shepherds Watched Their Flocks ” No. 236, verses 1-4  
 

The Holly Garland: God Promises Eternal Life - The Windowsills 
 Scripture: Isaiah 60:1-6                  
 Reading: Holly is an evergreen, a symbol of eternal life obtained 
 through our Savior, Jesus Christ. He shed His blood for you and me, 
 represented by the red berries, so that we might have that life. Holly 
 has thorny edges, reminding us of the hurt and despair on this 
 Earth, but with His love we have happiness and the feeling of being 
 alive. We decorate with holly to remind us of Christ’s sacrifice. 
 
The Candles & Lights: God Promises to Give Light – The Pew Bows 
 Scripture: Isaiah 61:1-4           
 Reading: The candles and lights signify that Jesus Christ is the 
 light of the world. In the darkness of our lives, His light will always 
 shine. Advent is a time to remember that Jesus brought His powerful 
 light into the world and no amount of fear or misery can extinguish 
 that Light. The candles also remind us of the glorious light of the 
 Christmas angels as they spoke with the shepherds and of the steady 
 light of the star over Bethlehem. Placed in windows, they serve as a 
 guide to all who pass in the darkness and as an invitation to those 
 looking for shelter. The Light of Jesus is most evident in difficult times, 
 and guides us as stars do in the dark of night. 
 Hymn: “While Shepherds Watched Their Flocks” No. 236, verses 5 & 6 
   
 
 

 
The Christmas Tree: God Promises to Beautify His Church 
 Scripture: Isaiah 60:13-15           
 SERMONETTE  
  
 Decorators: The children put gifts under the tree. 
  

The Poinsettia: God’s Promise Will Blossom with Life – The Altar                                                                       
 Scripture: Isaiah 61:10-11   
 Reading: Poinsettias are native to Mexico and grow in that warm 
 climate. It is a legend that a small Mexican girl dug one from a 
 hillside as a special offering to place on the altar at Christmas. The 
 Poinsettia, with its bright red leaves and yellow clusters, is the 
 most popular flower of the Advent season. Symbolically, the star 
 shaped formation of the red leaves reminds us of the star shining 
 over Bethlehem. The red color of the flower represents the Christ 
 child that became the Savior of the World, as He shed His blood 
 so that we might have eternal life. 
 Hymn: “It Came upon a Midnight Clear”……No. 218, verses 1 & 2  
 
The Mistletoe: God Promises a Peaceful Ruler  
 Scripture: Zechariah 9:9-10                                             
 Reading: The mistletoe has no roots or seeds. It grows on the 
 tops of certain trees in order to live. Its existence is a mystery, just 
 like God’s love for us given in the form of the Christ child at 
 Christmastime. The mistletoe was a place to meet in love, to 
 exchange the kiss of peace. It symbolizes the love we have for 
 others, knowing that Christ first loved us. 
 Hymn: “It Came Upon a Midnight Clear”………No. 218, verses 3 & 4 
 

The Advent Wreath: God Promises To Surround Us with Love 
 Scripture: Hosea 14:4-8          
 Reading: The Advent wreath is a simple circle of evergreens, 
 whose branches even in winter are alive, testifying to the 
 continuation of life. The circle symbolizes life without end and the 
 love of God which encircles us and holds us close. Four candles 
 are around a Christ candle, signifying God’s Son as the Light of the 
 World. They are lighted throughout the Advent season, reminding 
 us of waiting in the dark for the day when Christ shall come. 
 Hymn: “O Come, O Come, Emmanuel”………………No. 211, verse 1 
 

(Continued on back of bulletin cover) 
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CHURCH WORSHIP SERVANTS 
ACOLYTE: Faith McClellan 
GREETERS: The Doughton Family 
LITURGIST: Emi Nissley 
MEDIA TECHNICIANS: Mark Myers, Andy Ober, Ken Ober 
MONEY COUNTERS: Marcia Brooks, Gary Morris 
NURSERY: Stacey Ardini 
OUTSIDE GREETERS: Joe Davis, Don Musser 
PASTOR: Brian Albert 
SOUND AND LIGHT: Dave Eichler, Chad Ober 
USHERS: Bonnie Ober, Lisa Ober, Mark & Carol Rorabaugh 

CALENDAR FOR THE WEEK   (11-29-20 to 12-6-20) 

Today:              9:30 am Worship Service-Live, Livestreamed & Recorded 
                      10:45  am Sunday School  
Tuesday:      Thirty Questions - Bible study video 
Wednesday:  6:30 pm Bible Study-Live, GoToMeeting, Livestreamed 
Saturday:      2-7:00 pm Winterfest 
Next Sunday:   9:30 am Worship Service - Communion 
                      11:00 am Drive-in Parking Lot Communion 
 
 
    
 
                       
                                         
 

 
  
 
    
     
     
          
 
          
      
            
       
 

COVID-19 PROTOCOL  
Please remember to wear a mask when entering, exiting or 
moving about the church building. You may remove your 
mask when you are seated. In the Sanctuary, please sit at 
least two pews apart and maintain social distancing. 
Thank you for your anticipated cooperation! 
 
 GUEST ORGANIST/PIANIST 
Our sincere thanks again to Peggy Grabowski, our guest 
organist. What a treat to have “live” organ and piano! We are 
extremely grateful to Peggy for her music ministry and taking 
part in our service this morning! Thank you, Peggy! 
 

 

NEW LIFE FOR GIRLS   
If you would be interested in sponsoring a lady or a child for 
the “Give a Girl a Christmas” project at New Life for Girls, 
please contact Nancy Hopple at 717-341-7408. Thanks for 
your continued support for New Life for Girls. Deadline: 
December 13. 
 
 
 

 
 

STARLIGHT 
Starlight will meet for practice today at 10:00 a.m.; additional 
practices December 6 and 13. The dancers will participate in 
the December 20 morning service and the 7:00 Christmas Eve 
service. 

 
 COMMUNION 
Next Sunday, December 6, during the worship service we will 
celebrate the Sacrament of Holy Communion. For those who 
are not comfortable coming into the church building, we will 
have the Drive-in Parking Lot Communion at 11:00 a.m. 
 

 ADMINISTRATIVE BOARD  
The Administrative Board will meet Thursday, December 10, at 
7:00 p.m. in the Spiritual Java classroom. All are encouraged to 
attend – board and non-board members as well. Discussion/ 
plans for a lift will be on the agenda. To attend via the internet, 
call the office for the GoToMeeting invite. 
 

 

GLOSSBRENNER MISSION STATEMENT 
GROW  PRAISE  SERVE 
Grow in Our Christian Faith 
Praise God through Worship 
Serve Others to Glorify God  

 

Pastor Brian Albert  
Cell Phone: 717-673-7657 - Email: bgalbert2@gmail.com 

Pastor’s Office Hours: Tuesday, Wednesday & Thursday 10 AM to 1 PM  
Church Office Hours: Tuesday through Friday – 10 AM to 2 PM 

Please call before stopping by – I may be taking a vacation day! 
Church Office – 717-653-5683 - EMAIL: jackier@gumcmj.net 

(Jackie’s Cell Phone:  717-413-5787)  
WEB SITE:  www.gumcmj.net   

TO ACTIVATE GLOSSBRENNER’S PRAYER CHAIN  
Please call Betty Robinson at: 717-366-4549 

Greeting Card Ministry:  Betty Robinson – 717-366-4549 

Prayer Shawl Ministry:  Kathy Binkley – 717-653-2791 

 
  
 

Attendance November 22, 2020                            In-person Worship:    75
                                             Livestream views:    21 
                     YouTube views:    52 
                                                 Sunday school:    41 
Amount received for November 22, 2020------------------------------$5,346.35 

Total amount received as of November 22, 2020-----------------$238,814.70   

 
 

THE UPPER ROOM for November and December 
2020 is available in the narthex. Cost is $1.15 per copy.  
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

RECURRING ANNOUNCEMENTS 
BIBLE STUDIES: Each Tuesday Pastor Brian records a study on 
Thirty Basic Questions for Christians. They can be viewed at any time 
by going to the church website or YouTube. The Wednesday Bible 
Study at 6:30 p.m. is “in person”, GoToMeeting and Livestreamed (go 
to website, click on “Worship Services”, click on “Livestream). You can 
also view later by clicking on “Bible Study”. 
ALTAR FLOWERS: December 6 & 27 are available to place flowers. 
IN-PERSON WORSHIP: The Worship Service is being Livestreamed 
every Sunday at 9:30 a.m.  Go to the church website and click on 
“Worship Services”; click Livestream”.  The service will also be recorded 
so that you can view it later (see Website). 
OFFERING:  If you wish to present your tithes and offerings online, 
go to our website and follow the prompts. If you are not able to do this, 
you can still write a check or give cash; bring to the office or mail it (713 
Church St., Mount Joy, PA 17552). 
SUNDAY SCHOOL:  Children 3 years old to 4th grade meet in Room 
#2. The younger youth (5th through 8th grade) meet in their room (next 
to the Youth Room). The All Stars are meeting in their classroom and 
the Koinonia class in the Fellowship Hall. 
GREETING CARD MINISTRY: If you know of someone who is in 
the hospital, recently lost a loved one, or would appreciate receiving a 
card from us, please call Betty Robinson at 717-366-4549. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

BOARD OF TRUSTEES 
TRUSTEE OF THE MONTH: If you notice something that 
should be taken care of by the trustees in December, please 
contact Jim Miller at 717-653-4654. Thank you, Vaughn 
Nissley, for your dedicated service in November! 
  

 
 
 

 
 

GROCERY GIFT CARDS 
Grocery Gift Cards for Giant and Weis are available to 
purchase in the FROG Café Sunday mornings before 
and after the worship service. 
 
 
 

 
 

YOUTH MISSION TRIP FUNDRAISER 
COOKIE WALK: Saturday, December 12th we will be having 
our 10th Annual Cookie Sale-Drive Thru (back parking lot) 
from 9:00 a.m. to 11:00 a.m. (or until cookies are sold out). 
For $10.00 attendees will receive a container of a variety of 
homemade cookies. All proceeds will go towards our 2021 
Youth Mission Trip. If you are interested in donating home-
made cookies and because of COVID restrictions, please call 
Pam Doughton at 717-314-5611. Thank you for supporting our 
Youth Mission Trip! 
TARGET YOUR DISCOUNT CARDS FOR 2021 for the 
Mount Joy/Elizabethtown area are being sold with the 
grocery cards on Sunday mornings. They are $20 and includes 
a key tab (for no additional cost) that can be used in any area. 
Go to http://www.targetyourdiscount.com  to see the 
discounts. 
 
 
 

 
 

Thank You! 
Many thanks to all who came on Tuesday evening to help 
with the Christmas decorations. We had many “hands” and 
got a lot accomplished. We hope everyone had a great time 
and by taking part in preparing the church for the Christmas 
season are filled with the Christmas spirit! 
 

CHRISTMAS CARDS FOR THE HOMEBOUND 
Caring Hands & Hearts is collecting Christmas cards for the 
homebound. You can bring your cards and place them in the 
basket on the mailbox counter. Thank you for helping us 
spread a little Christmas cheer to: Joyce Baker, Helen 
Hamilton, Fay Heisey, June Hostetter, Betty Ober, Judy Orey, 
Jean Witman, Vivian Yingst and Gerry Young. 
 

Thank You! 
Glossbrenner Church, Thank you so much for always thinking 
of us and keeping us in your prayers. This was an extremely 
tough year for us with challenges to include mistrust, 
betrayal, lies, and deceit...and sadly loss. God is gracious and 
teaches us how to be in His likeness, especially with 
forgiveness and unconditional love. We love you!                                            
                                          Jeffrey, Jo, Jaslynn R. & Jax Forry 

 
Glossbrenner Church Family, Your Christmas card and gift 
made us smile. Thank you for always remembering us! Merry 
Christmas!                                                      The Ruiz Family 
 
Thank you to my church family who kept me in your 
prayers, sent cards or called after my fall. I have a long road 
ahead of me, but I have faith that the Lord is with me. A big 
thank you to Caring Hands & Hearts for the beautiful 
flowers. Take care, stay safe! Love and blessings to all. 
           EmmaJane Davis 

 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

HOLIDAY POINSETTIA ORDERS 
 

Poinsettia plants will be placed in the sanctuary for the 

Christmas Eve services on December 24. If you wish to place a 

poinsettia in memory or in honor of a loved one, please fill out 

the tear sheet below to place your order. The cost of each 

poinsettia is $7.50 (make checks payable to Glossbrenner UMC). 

The plants may be picked up after the evening Christmas Eve 

candlelight service. 

An estimated count is expected TODAY. 

FINAL DEADLINE is December 6, 2020. 
 
 
NAME_______________________________________________ 
 
IN MEMORY OF________________________________________ 
 
____________________________________________________ 

 

IN HONOR OF_________________________________________ 
 
____________________________________________________ 

 

#____ OF PLANTS @ $7.50 EACH    $__________________ 
 

(Place in offering plate or Jackie Roberts’ mailbox.)  

        

                  
                        (Circle if paid)   PAID 

 

PLEASE NOTE: Names on the prayer list will be taken off after two 
weeks unless there has been a change or a family member asks to keep 
their name on the list. To add or remove a name, please call the church 
office at 717-653-5683 or email: jackier@gumcmj.net  
LET US REMEMBER WITH PRAYERS AND CARDS: (Week of 11-29-20) 
 Persecuted Church in Sri Lanka 

 Our Homebound Members - those in assisted living, healthcare, in their 
own home or apartment. 

 Dale Barrier - brother of Bill Henry’s son-in-law; has COVID-19, not doing 
well. 

 Pat Blough - friend of Barb Miley; stomach cancer. 

 Logan Coover 

 EmmaJane Davis - broken elbow; doing okay. 

 Colton Dietrick - still in a lot of pain. 

 Emma - Hazel & Doug Hackley’s 11 year old granddaughter; very 
depressed, in a safe facility. 

 Dave Hart - at Green Meadows. 

 Matthew & Nathan Hartsock - husband & son of a coworker of Debbie  
Martin; tested positive for COVID-19. 

 Missy Horn - sister of Thelma Kreiser’s daughter-in-law; fell down steps 
and broke her neck, slowly making progress. 

 June Hostetter - in Transitional Care Unit at Masonic Village; back pain 

 Matthew McMaster - son of Betty Robinson’s daughter-in-law; COVID-19 

 Karen Moore - resumed chemo.  

 Vaughn & Debbie Nissley - tested positive for COVID-19; mild symptoms, 
feeling better. 

 Linda Reheard - therapy 

 Lori Schwenk - friend of Thelma Kreiser’s; stage 4 cirrhosis of the liver. 

 Linda Ybarra - Bill Henry’s sister; diagnosed with cancer. 

 Jennifer Zeigler – Dave & Marsha Gallo’s daughter; tested positive for 
COVID-19. 

 Our family, church, community, state, nation, & world dealing with the 
coronavirus/COVID-19 pandemic. 

 President, Senators, Representatives, Councilmembers. 
HOMEBOUND PERSON OF THE WEEK:  June Hostetter is the home-
bound member of Glossbrenner featured this week. Take a moment to 
drop a note or card in the mail or make a phone call to let June know we 
are thinking about her.  
   2503 Kuhlemeier 
   356 Freemason Drive    
   Elizabethtown, PA  17022 
   (Phone: 717-361-5479) 
   


